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sectarian rancour which its unhappy history had aroused. The
country was little moved either by its appearance or its dis-
appearance, and it was not much more moved by the fall of the
coalition. Neither the split in the bourgeois bloc nor the result
of the election produced anything more than a lobby crisis, and
it escaped the notice of most people that with the fall of the Right
coalition something more had fallen than an ad hoc ministry, and
that was almost the last chance of putting government in Germany
on a true democratic basis.
In 1928 that aspect of the case was not appreciated except in
those circles to which the establishment of government on a
democratic basis did not appear highly desirable. It was sensed
by many individuals who expressed more strongly than before
their opinion that politics was a game and all politicians a nuisance.
But the reaction of the failure on the individual was slight, because
the country was even more prosperous than when the coalition
had taken office and the nation, feeling itself steadily advancing,
was not disposed to take alarm, much less to be actively critical.
Only a few observers saw in the election—held at last on
May 20—disquieting features, the appearance of which in that
form they ascribed to the politicians who had stage-managed the
formation and the end of the Right coalition. These few were
actually shocked at the failure of the politicians to give a lead
now that Germany was called upon to speak her mind. On what?
From the political leader there was no answer. The party pro-
grammes were refurbished for the occasion, but otherwise the
slate was wiped clean, and the unfortunate electorate asked more
or less unguided to scribble upon it. The result was that the
election was the quietest and the worst patronized in the history
of the Republic. That there was any change in the relative strengths
was due simply to the tendency of a certain type of voter to vote
against the government, to a reawakening of radicalism as a result
of the Socialist opposition to the naval programme, to the further
splitting of the middle class and to increased abstentionism. It
was most certainly not a verdict in the true political sense of the
word. A fraction under a quarter of the electorate did not trouble
to vote at all. Over two million voters voted away from the big

